
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
SOUTH ATLANTIC DIVISION. CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

ROOM 313. 77 FORSYTH ST. S.W. 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30335-6801 

^ t ^ 

REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF: 

CESAD-PD-R (200) ^« Ui)] i mi 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

OCMMANDER, USAGE, ATIN: CEMP-R, WASH, DC 20314-1000 
OCMMANDER, MISSOURI RIVER DIVISICN, P.O. BOX 103 DOWNTOWN STATICN, CMAHA, 
NE 68101-0102 

CaVMANDER, HUNTSVILLE DIVISICW, ATTN: CEHND-ED-EM, P.O. BOX 1600, 
HUNTSVUIE, AL 35807-4301 

SUBJECT: DERP-FUDS Inventory Project Report (INPR) for Travis Field, 
Project No. I04GA058700, Savannah, GA 

1. I am forwarding the INPR for Travis Field for appropriate ac±ion. As 
provided in previous guidance, this report was in preparation before the 
"new" format was adopted, and therefore is in the "old" format. The site 
is eligible for DERP-FUDS. 

2. I recxammend that CEMRD determine if further study is needed at the 
landfill areas. If a remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) is 
required, reccammend that Savannah District be assigned the RI/FS and any 
subsequent design. 

2 . Please ejqjedite this project because the Savannah Intemational 
Airport has applied for a permit to construct a new terminal in the 
vicinity of the old landfill site No. 3. 

Encl 

CF (w/encl) 
CESAS-PD-E 
CESAS-EN-G 

JOHN F. SOBKE 
Major General, USA 
Commanding 

VA-i! ! i.̂  

,'\i X 

•i'l 

. 1 • ilV; 

Soutii Atlantic Division - Leader in Customer Care 

10730245 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
SAVANNAH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P.O. BOX 889 

SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31402-0889 

REPLY TO 
A T T E N T I O N O F : 

-PD-E 25 Jul 90 

MEMORANDUM FOR COMMANDER, SOUTH ATLANTIC DIVISION, 
ATTN: CESAD-PD-R (Mauldin) 

.SUBJECT: DERP-FUDS Inventory Project Report (INPR) 
No. I04GA058700, Travis Field, Savannah, Georgia 

for Site 

1. I have enclosed six copies of the INPR which reports on the 
DERP-FUDS preliminary assessment for Travis Field, Savannah, 
Chatham County, Georgia. A site visit was conducted at the 
subject facility on -7-9 March 1990. The site map and survey 
summary sheet are located at pages 5 and 20 of the INPR. 

2. We determined that the site was formerly owned and used by the 
Department of Defense. A recommended Findings and Determination 
ol: Eligibility is located at page 23 of the INPR. 

3. We also determined there is hazardous waste at the site 
eligible for cleanup under DERP-FUDS. The categories of hazardous 
waste at the site are EO and HTVI. A project description for the 
potential EO and HTW projects is located at pages 1-19 of the 
I iSIPR. 

4 . I recommend that you: 

. a. Approve and sign the Findings and Determination of 
Eligibility. 

b. For\\fard a copy of the INPR to MRD for a determination of 
tne need for further study at the HTW sites. 

c. Forward a copy of this INPR to HND for the PA file, and 
for determination of the need for further study at the EO sites. 

5 Action on this site needs to be expedited. The Savannah 
International Airport has applied for a Department of the Army 
p.irmit to construct a new terminal an^ associated features in the 
vicinity of the Landfill Site No. 3 ^n\ the ammo storage area. 

E n d RAL 
(M4*(^ 

LOCURCIO 
C o l c l n e l , C o r p s of E n g i n e e r s 
Comrfanding 
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PART I. PROJECT DESCRIPTICW 
Project No. I04GA058700 

Travis Field - Savannah Intemational Airport 
Fonner Chatham Army Airfield 

Savannah, Georgia 

1. Introduction. Initial investigation by Gulf Engineers and Consultants, 
Inc. (GEC) of the fonner Chatham Air Force Base - Travis Field indicated 
that solid waste disposal sites (larxifills) were located on current, and/or 
former, airport properties. These landfills are believed to contain 
hazardous and toxic waste. It was confirmed throu^ the preliminary 
assessment (PA) that potential hazards may exist at each former landfill. 

2. Project Description. It was learned during the preliminary eissessment 
that the Hazardous Materials Technical Center (HMTC) was retained in May 
1987 to conduct the Installation Restoration Program (IRP) Preliminary 
Assessment of the 165th Tactical Airlift Groi:?) (TAG) and the Savannah 
Permanent Field Training Site (PFTS) of the Georgia Air National Guard 
(GANG) at the Savannah Intemational Airport. Past TAG ar>d GANG operations 
involved the use and disposal of materials and wastes that subsequently 
were categorized as hazardous. These activities included aircraft 
maintenance, photo lab, aerospace ground equipment maintenance, liquid 
fuels management, and vehicle maintenance, all of vtiich involved corrosion 
control, nondestructive inspection, fuel cell maintenarice, engine 
maintenance, and pneudraulics. Waste oils, recovered fuels, spent 
cleaners, strippers and solvents were generated by these activities. 

Eight potential disposal and/or spill sites were identified during HMTC's 
.PA. Six of these sites are potentially contaminated with Hazardous 
Materials/Hazardous Wastes (HM/HW) and nine were assigned a Hazard 
Assessment Score (HAS) according to the U.S. Air Force Hazard Assessment 
Rating Methodology (HARM). The eight sites are as follows: 

Site No. 1- PFTS Hanger/Washrack Discharge Point (HAS-78) 

From 1946 to 1966, flightline spills and drainage from 
a hanger and washrack used by the 165th for aircraft 
washing and paint stripping were released, untreated, 
into an open storm drainage ditch. It is estimated 
that in excess of 40,000 gallons of paints, paint 
strippers and solvents were discharged at this site. 

Site No. 2- PETS Vehicle Maintenance Washradk Discharqe Point 
(HAS-78) 

Solvents used at the PETS vehicle maintenance washradk 
have been discharged into a drainage ditch running 
behind the vehicle maintenance building. It was 
reported that since the early 1950s approximately 
10,000 gallons of mineral spirits and varsol have been 
released at this site. 



site No. 3- Old Plywood Factory (Unscored) 

Interviewees reported that in the early 1960s a plywood 
finishing factory, located across from the POL 
facility, burned. Although some drums located there 
were successfully removed before they cau^t fire, it 
was r^xDrted that vp to 50 drums may have burned. 
Interviewees were unsure of the identity of the burned 
chemicals, but they are thou^t to possibly include 
mineral spirits, adhesives, varnishes, and phenols. 

Site No. 4- Old Landfill Area (Unscored) 

From the early 1940s until 1950, the Air Force used the 
area underlying and around Buildings 910 and 911 as a 
salvage yard and landfill area. No visible eviderx» of 
hazardous waste disposal was present at this site and 
interviewees did not r^xart that the site was used for 
hazardous waste disposal. 

Site No. 5- Bulk Fuels Facility (HAS-75) 

Numerous leaks and spills have occurred at the bulk POL 
tank facility. Substances relecised include JP-4, 
AVGAS, and bulk storage tank slxxJges. It is estimated 
that more than 4,000 gallons of fqel have been released 
at this site since it was first used in the early 
1950s. 

'Site No. 6- 165th Vehicle Maintenance Spill Area (HAS-65) 

In the early 1960s, 5,000 gallons of JP-4 spilled from 
a tank truck and drained to a grass area adjacent to 
the 165th Motor Pool. Ajproximately half of the fuel 
was recovered. 

Site No. 7- 165th Vehicle Maintenance Washradk (HAS-78) 

It is estimated that over a 30-year period, up to 
10,000 gallcjis of PD-680 solvent may have been 
discharged from the 165th vehicle maintenance washradk 
into a nearby earthen drainage ditch. 

Site No. 8- Old 165th Aircraft Washradk (HAS-76) 

From 1961 until 1983, the 165th used a washradk that 
discharged directly into a storm drainage ditch. It is 
estimated that up to 12,000 gallons of mineral spirits 
and trichloroethylene solvents were released into the 
washradk drain. 



HMTC reported that the surficial aquifer beneath the airport is composed of 
hi^ly pemvaable sards with a h i ^ water table and that, therefore, it was 
susceptible to contamination. The aquifer may be a potable water source 
for nearby residents and is a r-echarge source for Pipemakers Canal and the 
Savannah River. However,-HMTC stated that the underlying Floridan aquifer 
should be protected from surface contamination by an overlying clay 
aquiclude, although no grourdwater sanples from this aquifer have been 
analyzed to confirm or refute this statement. 

Because of the potential for contamination of ground and surface water at 
the airport and migration of contaminants to local residents that may use 
the shallow aquifer, HMTC reocramended that each of the scored sites be 
further investigated in accordance with the IRP Site Investigation/Remedial 
Investigation/Feasibility Study (SI/RI/FS) process. The primary purposes 
of the subsequent investigations will be: 

1. To determine whether pollutants are or are not present at each 
site; 

2. To determine v*iether groundwater underlying the airport has been 
contaminated by the identified sites, and if so, to quantify the 
contaminant concentrations and rate and direction of migration, and 
identify the boundaries of the contamincint plume and proximity to possible 
reenters; and 

3. To select an apprcpriate remedial action of the contamination. 

Since HMTC had performed an extensive assessment on the active DCO lands 
and the GANG is currently undertaking subsequent RI/FS activities, GEC 
focused its efforts on other airport properties that were not investigated 
during HMTC's PA. 

During GEC's preliminary assessment several areas were found that were 
previously used by the Georgia Air National Guard (GANG) and/or other 
Department of Defense (DC») ccnnnands as solid waste disposal sites 
(landfills). Staff members of the Savannah Airport Commission (SAC) 
indicated that these sites were used by GANG/DCO until the mid - 1970s v^en 
the airport closed these sites. Interviews with GANG personnel and records 
review revealed information that indicated specific operations at Travis 
Field handled industrial chemicals v*iich could generate hazardous and toxic 
waste. In addition, numerous original D(X) structures have been renovated 
or demolished with potential asbestos containing material disposed of in 
these sites. Additional building/demolition materials were also disposed 
of at these sites. 

The solid waste disposal sites are located in three general areas adjoining 
Travis Field. Site No. 1 is ê jproximately 17 acres and is located 3,500 

.^feet southeast of the present terminal building and 750 feet east of 
Georgia State Route 307 along both the east and west sides of the Savannah 
Gas Company ri^t-of-way (see Figure 1). Site No. 2 is approximately 8.5 



acres in size and is located northeast of the present GANG POL depot across 
an existing drainage ditch from GANG Building 891 - off Darque Road (see 
Figure 1). Sites No. 1 and 2 are both overgrown, making it difficult to 
tell vAiat is undemeath. Both sites were previously wetlands with the 
present edge of the landfill forming an abnpt escarpanent into the 
wetlands. At Site No. 1, disposed material that was readily identifiable 
included construction material/debris, appliance parts, pole timbers, 
shingles (suspected ACM), and unlabelled drums. At Site No. 2, numerous 
55-gallon drums were noted with labels identifying the drum contents as 
lube oil, used JP-4 and solvents. Some drums were open to the air and 
partially filled. In addition. Site No. 2 contained spent oil filters, 
paint cans, suspected ACM shingles, parts cleaning equipment and 
construction materials. In 1970, a land exchange between Port Wentworth 
and the Airport took place including land north and southeast of the 
Airpcart. In this exchange, solid waste disposal Sites No. 1 and 2 were 
transferred to Port Wentworth. 

Site No. 3 is the largest solid waste disposal site found at Travis Field 
at approximately 63 acres in size (see Figure 1). This site is located in 
the northwest quadrant of the airport approximately 1,000 feet northwest of 
the air traffic control tower, west of a former GANG leased (inactive) 
ordnance storage area. The site is bisected by a dirt road with evidence 
of landfill on both sides of the road. SAC piersonnel. stated that this site 
was used parimarily by military tenants until SAC closed the site in the mid 
- 1970s. The site is basically rectangular in shape, reflecting the 
trejTCh-and-fill waste disposal method. It was r^x>rted by SAC pjersonnel 
that a small pond was also used for disposal of .various solid waste. This 
site extends from the wetland habitat to the i;plands habitat with solid 
waste debris noted throui^out. Identifiable debris included numerous 
drums—singly and in piles, in various conditions cind sizes— paint cans, 
oil filters, cleaning solvents, 5-gallon plastic cans, metal debris, 
suspected ACM shingles, and appliance parts. Most of the noted debris was 
readily visible with only a marginal amount of undergrowth present. 

All three solid waste sites are located in, or near, wetleinds areas. The 
HMTC r^iort states that the surficial aquifer beneath the airpxart is 
corrposed of hi^ly p)ermeable sands with a high water table and that, 
therefore, it is susc^tible to groundwater contamination. The aquifer may 
be a pxDtable water source for nearby residents and is a recharge source for 
Pipemakers Canal and the Savannah River. Therefore, there is the potential 
for contamination of ground and surface water at the airport and migration 
of contaminants to local residents that may use the shallow aquifer. 

3. Description of Site 

a. Travis Field, formerly Chatham Array Airfield, is located in Chatham 
County, eight miles northwest of Savannah, Georgia. Land conprising the 
site encoaipassed approximately 2,400 acres. Prcperty north and northwest 
of the airport is predominantly undeveloped, althou^ a substantial aitount 



of this land is used for agricultural and commercial forest purposes. 
Wetlands also occupy some of this area. Lands south of the airport are 
used for ccmmercial activities and a limited amount of residential 
development. East and southeast of the airport are the Seaboard Coast and 
Central of Georgia Railways. The Savannah River is eibout 2.5 miles to the 
east of the airport. West of the airport are the cities of Pooler and 
Bloomingdale, em industrial park, large farms, low-density mobile hoote 
parks, as well as scattered wetland communities (Master Plan Report, 1983). 

In 1942, the Federal Govemment leased 1,100 acres at the Savannah AirpxDrt , 
for military opjerations. The airport became known as Chatham Field, a 
commard base and training station for the Second Bomb Wing of the Army Air 
Corps. 

At the end of World War II, military development at Chatham Field ceased. 
Except for facilities to be used by the Air Reserve and GANG, the Airfield 
was declared surplus on 18 November 1946. In 1949, the Air Force proposed 
to establish a permanent Air Force Base at Chatham Field, and the name was 
changed to Chatham Air Force Base. In 1950, however, these plans were 
altered in favor of a pjermanent Air Force Base at nearby Hunter Field. On 
5 July 1950, all property leased or owned by the Federal govemment at 
Chatham Air Force Base (a total of 2,361 acres) was transferred to the city 
of Savannah for use as a civilian airport. At this time, the airport 
acquired two names. City officials designated it the Savannah Municipal 
Airport, and the Air National Guard units based there adopted the name 
Travis Field in honor of Brigadier General Robert J. Travis, of the U.S. 
Air Force. 

, Since 1950, airport ej^ansion and construction of new facilities have 
continued steadily. The city of Savannah/SAC operates the airport now 
known as Savannah Intemational Airport. Four airlines—Delta, Eastem, 
U.S. Air, and American—have been providing continuous scheduled service to 
Savannah since 1984. Several Fixed Based Cperators (FBO) are also located 
at this facility. The airport is opierated as a short haul carrier, 
origin/destination facility. The airfield itself is entirely fenced and 
secured from pxoblic access. 

Also located at Savannah Intemational Airport is a Georgia Air National 
Guard Base vAiich sî jports two separate Air Guard units: the 165th Tac±ical 
Airlift Grotp (TAG) and the Savannah Permanent Field Training Site (PFTS). 
These units were established shortly after World War II. The 165th TAG 
provides strategic and tactical airlift support on a worldwide basis. The 
Savannah PFTS maintains facilities for tenporary accommodation and training 
of Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve units from throughout the 
country. At present, the 165th TAG has ei^t C-130 H's stationed at the 
base (Master Plan, 1983). The PFTS has no aircraft psermanently assigned, 
since units using the PETS bring their own aircraft. 

The GANG base occipies a total of 233 acres on nine s^arate parcels, 
leased under a long-term agreement (throu^ 30 June 2011), from the SAC. 



The existing underground fuel storage tanks, installed during DOD 
ownership, are currently still being used by the GANG and are, therefore, 
not eligible for removal. These tanks are fenced from local access and 
have monitoring devices (monitor wells) installed around the site 
perimeter. 

The land for Qiatham Army Airfield was acquired for use by the Army Air 
Forces as em emergency auxiliary landing field. The airfield was initially 
utilized concurrently with the city of Savannah and county of Chatham. 
Following the grant of exclusive jurisdiction to the Govemment, concurrent 
use of the airfield was discontinued. The Cost of Betterments reflects 
that the Govemment funded the construction of multiple structures, landing 
strip, taxiway, roads eind water cind sewer systems. Transfer of 
Construction lists notably depict a gasoline station and storage tanks. 
This facility is currently still in use by GANG and is not eligible for 
removal. 

The Lease and Supplemental Agreements between the Govemment and the city 
of Savannah, granted the Govemment the ri«^t to erect additions and 
structures on the site. Iitprovements remained the prcperty of the 
Government. The lease also contained a restoration clause v̂ iich placed a 
burden on the Govemment at the end of the lecise to restore the premises to 
the Scone condition eis found at the commencement of the lease term. 
However, if the lessor was to require restoration, the Govemment was 
entitled to receive a written 90-day rxotice that restoration was required. 
The term of the lease was for six months after termination of the national 
emergency. 

The Declaration of Surplus Real Propjerty, dated 3 ̂ ril 1947, addressed the 
'majority of Chatham Array Airfield land arxi iitprovements as surplus. 
Specifically listed were the following acreage: 1,032.45 fee, 1,184.51 
leased, and 213.71 easement. Betterments on the surplus prcperty were 
listed at a cost to the Govemment of $7,689,804.00. 

The Transfer of Construction sets forth that land and inprovements declared 
surplus were transferred and accepted by the War Assets Administration as 
of 11 June 1947. The land which was transferred to the War Assets 
Administration is listed as including the following: 1,033.54 acres 
purchased in fee, 1,202.85 acres leased, and 213.71 acres in easement. 

Real Estate records reflect that the surplus status of the above stated 
land arx3 iitprovements was later withdrawn. A coarplete withdrawal from the 
War Assets Administration was approved on or about 1 October 1948. 

Thereafter, the record reflects an Agreement of Transfer was perfected and 
effective 28 November 1948, the War Assets Administration transferred 
subject prcperty and inprovements to the Air Force. The transfer was 
pjerfected through a Certificate of Transfer. 



Real Estate records reflect that following the determination that the 
projecrt was surplus, numerous pjennits and licenses were granted to various 
organizations for the tenporary use of land and facilities at the project. 
T^e GANG was granted a right-of-entry and an interim ocxupancy permit from 
the War Assets Administration for use of certain buildings on the site in 
connection with a training program. The interim permit apparently 
contained the following contamination clause: 

In the event use of the facility careates additional contamination. 
Permittee shall furnish plots indicating area contaminated, and 
arrange for and stand the cost of nec«ssciry decontamination. 

The Public Health Service was also granted a permit to utilize certain 
buildings in connection with a rcxient control prcagram. 

The record contains discrepancies in the amount of acareage acxjuired vrtien 
ccstpeired to the amount of acreage v*iic±i was transferred. The reason for 
this discrepancy cannot be ascertained from a review of real estate 
records. The record does not reflect that the site contained any 
govemment owned, contractor operated facilities. 

Since acxjuiring Chatham AAF the city of Savannah/SAC has p)urchased 
additional property and made nimierous iitprovements to the airfield and 
terminal arecis. In 1967 a land-pxirchcise agreement was signed by the 
airport and Grumman American Corp. for 111.16 acres of airport prcperty to 
be owned by Grumman. Grumman built an aircaraft iianufac±uring facility on 
this site. In 1970 a land exchange between Port Wentworth and the Airport 
tocJc plaĉ e including land north and southeast of the airport. In this 
.exchange, solid waste disposal Sites No. 1 and 2 were transferred to Port 
Wentworth. During 1970, Grumman American Corp. facilities were ejqanded. 
In 1971, construction of the Quality Inn Motel on the southeast quadrant of 
airport prcperty was""cc8tpleted. This facility was eiqanded in 1979. In 
1977, the Gulfstream American Small Aircraft Plant was constructed; it was 
expanded again in 1979. In 1979, the relocation of Georgia State Route 307 
was begun. The passenger Terminal Building was expanded in 1972, 1974, 
1979 arxi again in 1980. 



b. CWners/lessees of the property include or have included the 
following: 

Qjipany Area 

Butler Aviation 

Alamo Rent-A-Car 
Delta Airlines Fuel Farm 
Apxxa 
Trust Company Bank 
Butler Aviation 
Quality Inn Motel 
Savannah Foods & Industries 
Inti=irredec, Inc. 
Jepson, Inc. 
Travis Field Pool 
Southem Intfirmodal Logistics 

Hertz Car Rental 
National Car Rental 
Federal Aviation 

Administration 

(Acres) 

9.247 

1.05 
0.16 
5.45 
0.56 
8.719 
6.34 
0.348 
1.74 
1.02 
1.08 
4.142 

2.3 
2.66 

35.473 
Georgia Air National Qiard 232.774 
Jones, Hill & Mercer, Inc. 
Lynx Express, Inc. 

Huddle House 
Morris Newspaper 
Savannah Aviation 

0.70 
2.32 

1.817 
0.87 
1.48 

Use 

Fixed Rase Cperator 
(FBO) 

Car Rental 
Fuel Farm 
Parking 
Bank 
FBO 
Motel 
Food Service 
FBO 
FBO 
Swimming Pool 
Transportation/ 
Truoiking Co. 

Car Rental 
Car Rental 

FAA 
Military 
Insurance Company 
Eiqare-ss Delivery 
Servic:e 

Food Servic:e 
Printing Service 
FBO 

(Reference - Property Lease Map - Savannah Intemational Airport 
Revised November 1989) 



SITE NAME: 

IDCATTCN: 

DESCRIPTTCW: 

SITE HISTORY: 

SITE SURVEY SUMMARY SHEEJT 
FOR 

PRDOECT NO. I04GA058700 
Travis Field - Savannah Intemational Airport 

Former Chatham Army Airfield 

Travis Field - Savannah Intemational Airport 

Chatham County, Georgia 

Travis Field pxDssibly contains Hazardous cind Toxic Wastes 
(HIW) at several former landfill sites. Public acxess to 
the site is restricted. The airfield itself is entirely 
fenced. Sites Nos. 1 and 2 are c a t off from road access. 

Travis Field, formerly Chatham Army Airfield, was acquired 
on 27 February 1941 and constructican began on 19 November 
1941. The Federal Govemment leased 1,100 acres of prcperty 
beginning on 1 January 1942. This site was used as a 
command base and a heavy bombardment combat crew training 
station for the Second Bomb Wing of the Array Air Corps. By 
1942 this site was referred to cis Chatham Field. By 20 July 
1943, the Federal Government acquired a total of 1,230.91 
acares for aviation. 

On 23 June 1949 the name Chatham Field was changed to 
Chatham Air Forc:e Base. All action to acxjuire Chatham Air 
Force Beise was discontinued on 10 February 1950 because 
Hunter Field was to be the site for a permanent Air Force 
installation. 

On 5 July 1950, a Quit Claim Deed for Chatham Air Force Base 
transferred all govemment leased property as well as all 
paroperty which the government had acquired, either in 
pxorchasing or as aviation eeisements, to the city of 
Savannah. The total area was 2,361.48 acres. The city of 
Savannah took possession of Chatham Air Force Base at 
midni^t on 31 October 1950. The airport has two names now. 
Savannah Intemational Airport and Travis Field. 

AVAILABLE STUDIES AND REPORTS: 

Master Plan Report - Savannah Municipal Airport" 
Greiner Engineering Sciences, Inc. 
February 1983 



CATEGORY OF HAZARD: Hazardous and Toxic Waste (HIW) 

BASIS FOR DETEPMINATiai OF DCO RESPONSIBILITY: 

The site was used by the Array Air Force - a branch of the 
D^artment of Defense between 1941 and 1950. The hazards 
resulted from former DOD activities on the site. These 
areas have been identified as arecis formerly used by the 
Array. The HIW has been identified to be found in areas 
formerly used by DCO. 

POINT OF OCNTACT: 

STATUS: 

Lonnie Owens, Deputy Director - Maintenance, 
Savannah Airport Commission, 
912/964-6689 

David Crosby, Corps of Engineers, Savannah 
District 
912/944-5781 

The site is owned and operated by the city of Savannah and 
Chatham County. This airport has increased in acreage over 
the past 40 years from 1,100 acres to 3,488.584 acares, and 
is currently planning ej^ansion ih the areas associated with 
the stated hazards (Site No. 3). 

RBOCMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the Missouri River Division 
determine if additional investigation is appropriate at this 
site. 



PART II. FINDINGS AND DETERMINATICN OF ELIGIBILITY 
Project No. I04GA058700 

Travis Field - Savannah Intemational Airport 
Former Chatham Array Airfield 

Savannah, Georgia 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Travis Field, formerly Chatham Amy Airfield, is located in Chatham 
County, eight miles northwest of Savannah, Georgia. 

2. Chatham Array Airfield consisted of a total of 2,462.29 acres. The 
United States acquired 1,033.54 acres by fee, 213.71 acres by easement, and 
1,215.04 acares by lease. The acquisition of this lard ard easements 
occurred from 1 S^tember 1942 throui^ 8 May 1944. 

3. The site was originally acquired for use by the Army Air Forces as an 
emergency aiaxiliary larding field. It eventually became a command base and 
training station for the Second Bomb Wing of the Array Air Corps. The 
Government funded the construction of multiple structures, larding strip, 
taxiway, roacJs, ard water and sewer systems. The site mentioned was solely 
under Department of Defense (DOD) control during the period of DC© interest 
ard use. 

4. The Declaration of Surplus Real Property, dated 3 i^ril 1947, addressed 
the majority of Chatham Army Airfield lard and iitprovements as surplus. 
The Transfer of Construction sets forth that lard ard iitprovements declared 
surplus were transferred and acxepted by the War Assets Administration as 
•of 11 June 1947. Records reflect that surplus status of the lard and 
inprovements was later withdrawn. A cxanplete withdrawal from the War 
Assets Administration was approved on or about 1 October 1948. The War 
Assets Administration transferred the property to the Air Force by an 
Agreement of Transfer effective 28 November 1948. 

Real Estate records reflect that following the determination that the 
project was surplus, numerous permits and licenses were granted to various 
organizations for the tenporary use of lard ard facilities at the project. 
The Georgia Air National Guard was granted a right-of-entry arxi an interim 
occipancy permit from the War Assets Administration for use of certain 
buildings on the site in connection with a training program. The interim 
permit apparently contained the followir>g contamination clause: 

In the event use of the facility creates additional contamination. 
Permittee shall furnish plots indicating area contaminated, arxi 
arrange for ard stand the cost of necessary decontamination. 



The Public Health Service was also granted a permit to utilize certain 
buildings in connection with a rodent control program. In 1949, the Air 
Force paroposed to establish a permanent Air Force Base at Chatham Field, 
ard the name was changed to Chatham Air Forc:e Base. In 1950, however, 
these plans were altered in favor of a permanent Air Force Base at nearby 
Hunter Field. On 5 July 1950, all property leased or cwned by the Federal 
govemment was transferred to the city of Savannah for use as a civilian 
airport. 

5. A site survey confirmed the potential presence of HIW from DOD use of 
the site. The current owner requests any contaminated soil at Site No. 3 
be excavated ard properly disposed of. 

DETEtMINATTC^ 

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, Travis Field, formerly 
Chatham Array Airfield, has been determined to have been formerly used by 
DOD. There is evidence of unsafe conditions at the site resulting from DOD 
use. Therefore, it is determined that an environmental restoration project 
is an appropriate undertaking within the purview of the Defense 
Environmental Restoration Program, established under 10 U.S.C. 2701 et. 
seq., for the reasons stated above. 
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DATE J(MN F. SOBKE 

Major General, USA 
Commanding 
South Atlantic Division, 
Corps of Engineers 



PROJECT RBOCMMENnATTCWS 

Project No. I04GA058700 
Travis Field - Savannah Intemational Airport 

Former Chatham Array Airfield 

Based on the findings of the Gulf Engineers ard Consultants, Inc. 
(GEC) preliminary assessment, it is recommended that the Missouri River 
Division determine if a site investigation is appropriate at the laixifill 
sites. 



POLICY OM ŜIDERATTÔ S 

Project No. I04GA058700 
Travis Field - Saveinnah In temat iona l Airport 

Former Chatham Array Airf ie ld 

Current DCO pxalicy considerations do not af fec t the determination of 
s i t e e l i g i b i l i t y for HIW contamination evaluation under DERP. The 
miscellanecxis debr is hazairds a t S i te No. 3, ard pxossible ACM found a t s i t e s 
No. 1 ard No. 2, a re not e l i g ib l e for a removal paroject because the debr is 
hazard i s not read i ly acx3essible ard does not present a c l e a r dcinger due t o 
cave- ins , f a l l i n g , climbing, drowning, e t c . The presence of asbestos alone 
does not make the paroject e l i g ib l e according t o DERP pxalicy. 


